[Total lid replacement by an autologous and homologous combination graft in emergencies].
Report on 3 cases with total loss of a lid which required an "emergency lid" in order to protect the cornea. In all cases the tarsus was replaced by a strip of dura mater, the eye-lid skin by a free retroauricular graft. In all 3 cases the attempt was made to mobilize the levator and other adjacent tissue and fix them to the tarsus replacement. In one case the upper palpebral and bulbar conjunctiva was also replaced by 2 flaps of lip mucosa. In this case the lower half of the tarsal zone was rejected; however, the situation was mastered by tarsoconjunctival shifting of the lower lid with a free lid skin graft from the other eye. All "emergency lids" resulted in lid closure which protected the cornea sufficiently. The 2 patients in whom the upper lid was replaced had active lid movement of 3 to 4 mm.